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Notes on Contributors

SILVIA BAUČEKOVÁ is a PhD. student and assistant teacher at Pavol 
Jozef Šafárik University in Košice. She is enrolled in a double-degree PhD. 
programme at Universidad de Jaén (Spain) and Pavol Jozef Šafárik University 
(Slovakia). Her current research focuses on the possibility of applying methods 
developed by the emerging field of food studies in the analysis of classic 
crime fiction, specifically of novels written by Agatha Christie. She currently 
teaches undergraduate courses in the History of British Literature and of 
British Popular Fiction. She is a member of the Slovak Association for the 
Study of English.
silvia.baucekova@student.upjs.sk

FRANZISKA LYS (Ph.D. in Linguistics, Northwestern University) is 
Professor and former chair of the Department of German at Northwestern 
University in Evanston, IL, USA. She is the co-producer and co-director 
of four documentaries and has published a wide variety of material at the 
intersection of second language acquisition and computer-assisted language 
instruction. Dr. Lys has received numerous awards for her work, among 
others, the ACTFL/FDP-Houghton Mifflin Award for Excellence in Foreign 
Language Instruction Using Technology, and most recently, she held the 
Alumnae of Northwestern Teaching Professorship at Northwestern University 
(2006-2009). As a founding member of the Council on Language Instruction 
at Northwestern University and subsequent Chair (1997-2004), she was 
instrumental in helping establish the Language Proficiency Committee. She 
has been a member of the Proficiency Committee since its inception and has 
served as Language Proficiency Advisor since 2003. 
flys@northwestern.edu

ALISON MAY (Ph.D. in Communication Sciences and Disorders-Learning 
Disabilities, Northwestern University) serves as Assistant Dean of Students 
and Director for the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) 
at Northwestern University, where she has worked and served as the SSD 
liaison to the Language Proficiency Committee since 2007. Her professional 
experience includes directing Student Support Services TRiO programs 
at Columbia College Chicago and Oakton Community College between 
2001-2007. She also served as adjunct faculty in the Joan and Irving Harris 
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JEANNE RAVID (M.A. in Classics, Northwestern University) is Senior 
Lecturer Emerita in the Department of Classics at Northwestern University, 
where she served as both teacher and academic adviser for 35 years. During 
this time, she taught a wide range of Latin and Greek classes at the elementary 
and intermediate levels, with a focus on epic and lyric poetry, and she taught 
literally hundreds of future physicians the Greek and Latin roots of medical 
terminology.  For most of her career, she also served as Senior College Adviser 
in the Dean’s Office of the Weinberg College of Arts and Sciences, as well as 
the Director of Undergraduate Studies in Classics. She was an original member 
of the Council on Language Instruction, and for nearly 20 years, chaired the 
Language Proficiency Committee.  
j-ravid@northwestern.edu

MARTIN ŠTEFL is a PhD student at the Department of Anglophone 
Literatures & Cultures at Charles University in Prague. His research focuses on 
philosophical conceptions of place, space and spatiality, and the relationship 
between “states of mind” and materiality in modernist literature, philosophy 
and art, in particular in the literary and theoretical works of D.H. Lawrence, 
T. E. Hulme and Wyndham Lewis. His M.A. thesis The Aesthetics of D. H. 
Lawrence’s Short Fiction was awarded with a “Vilém Mathesius Award” in 
English literature for the year 2011. He is currently finishing his dissertation 
thesis entitled Affinities Between Physical and Psychical Spaces in English Modernist 
Literature, 1910–1930. 
steflmart@gmail.com

SVETLANA VINOGRADOVA is the Head of the Foreign Languages 
Department at Murmansk State Humanities University, Russia, where she 
teaches linguistic courses (History of English, English Lexicology) as well 
as Pragmalinguistics, Semantics, Cognitive Linguistics, History of Linguistic 
Studies, Theory of translation, Stylistic analysis of the text, etc. She defended 
her dissertation and took a Candidate of Science degree (PhD) in Philology 
(Germanic Languages) at the Russian State Pedagogical University named after 
A.I. Herzen (Saint Petersburg) in 1999. She is the author of numerous articles on 
semantics, cognitive linguistics, pragmatics, manipulation theory, and a number 
of study guides and manuals. Her monograph Otnositel’nye prilagatel’nye 
v cognitivno-semanticheskom aspekte (Relative adjectives in the cognitive-semantic 
perspective) was published by Murmansk State Humanities University in 2012. 
svetvin@mail.ru
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Center for Early Childhood Education at Columbia College from 2003-
2009. In addition, she is a certified special education teacher (Learning & 
Behavioral Specialist). Her research interests focus on the psychosocial context 
of academic achievement and well-being in at-risk populations, especially 
undergraduate students with disabilities. 
a-may@northwestern.edu

NATALIE MEISNER is an Associate Professor in the Department of English 
at Mount Royal University in Calgary, AB (Canada).  Her areas of teaching 
and research include Canadian literature, creative writing, theories of comedy 
and laughter, and the history and construction of gender/sexuality. Meisner 
is also an award-winning playwright whose plays have appeared across the 
country and on CBC Radio. She won the Canadian National Playwriting 
Award and the Jessie Richardson Theatre Award. Her work has appeared 
in numerous Canadian Anthologies and literary magazines and she is the 
author of two books:  Growing Up Salty & Other Plays and Double Pregnant: Two 
Lesbians Make a Family.
nmeisner@mtroyal.ca

DONIA MOUNSEF is an Associate Professor of drama and études théâtrales 
(at the University of Alberta, Canada). A performance theorist and dramaturge, 
she is the author of Chair et révolte dans le théâtre de Bernard-Marie Koltès 
(l’Harmattan, 2005) and the co-editor of The Transparency of the Text (Yale 
French Studies, 2007). She publishes widely on theatre and violence, trauma 
theory, gender and feminist performance, post-dramatic theatre, intermediality, 
media and performativity. Her work appeared in Journal of Dramatic Theory 
and Criticism, Yale French Studies, Esprit Créateur, Yale Journal of Criticism, Women 
and Performance Journal, Féminismos, Alt-Theatre, etc. 
mounsef@ualberta.ca

LADISLAV NAGY is the head of the Department of English at the Faculty 
of Arts, University of South Bohemia, České Budějovice. He received his 
PhD from the Department of Anglophone Literatures and Cultures at the 
Faculty of Arts, Charles University, and specialises in contemporary fiction 
and English literature. He is the author of London Same & Different published 
(in Czech) by Arbor Vitae. In Memoriam, a book of essays on contemporary 
historical fiction, will be published in autumn.
lnagy@ff.jcu.cz
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