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Remembering Anna Grmelová 

Bernie Higgins

Anna’s death last summer has been a great loss to her friends and colleagues 
in the Department of English Language and Literature of Charles University’s 
Faculty of Education, whose head she was from 1993–2009. Fough her 
illness was long and serious, her drive and indefatigability had made her seem 
indestructible and her death came as a shock to us all.

Anna was born in Bolatice, a village in the Moravia-Silesian region. Her 
phenomenal capacity for hard work was perhaps born in the harshness of 
her early life there, where, from early childhood, she worked long, gruelling 
days on the family farm, which had resisted the forced collectivisation of the 
time and suffered the punishing consequences such a resistance entailed. She 
began her teaching career in 1970, in Slovakia, at the Pedagogical Faculty of 
Fe University of Prešov, where she eventually became the first, post-1989 
head of the English Department. Fe conditions for those working in English 
literary studies during the “normalisation” years of the 70s and 80s were 
extremely difficult; deprived of links to the wider academic community outside 
of Czechoslovakia, study materials (though, together with her husband, doc. 
PhDr. Josef Grmela, CSc., she produced a number of university text books during 
this period) and the many other conditions which sustain the academic life that 
we now take for granted. Despite this extreme marginalisation she managed, 
through the support of the British Council, to build up book resources for 
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